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Imipramine Imipramine Imipramine Imipramine Imipramine Imipramine

Imipramine

Tablets

Category
Antidepressant, Antienuretic, Antipanic, Antineuralgic, Antinarcolepsy adjunct,
Anticataplectic, Antibulimic.

Indications

It is used in treatment of Mental depression, Panic disorder, Neurogenic Pain,
Attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, Narcolepsy/cataplexy syndrome,
Narcolepsy/Bulimia nervosa, Cocaine withdrawal and Urinary incontinence,
as adjunct in treatment of Enuresis and cataplexy syndrome. It is also used in
prophylaxis of Headache.

Pharmacology/Pharmacokinetics

Imipramine rapidly and well absorbed after oral administration with very highly
protein bound (90% or more) in plasma and tissues, its biotransformation is
exclusively hepatic, with first-pass effect and eliminates as metabolites,
primarily renal, over several days, poorly dialyzable because of high protein
binding.

Pregnancy/ Breast feeding

It is not categorized, it should be only if the clinical condition clearly justifies
potential risk to the fetus.

Imipramine has been found in small amounts in breast milk.

Drug interactions and/or related problems

The following drug interactions and/or related problems have been selected on
the basis of their potential clinical significance.

Alcohol or CNS depression-producing medications, Amantadine, Anticholiner-
gics or other medications with anticholinergic activity, Antidyskinetics,
Antihistamines, Anticoagulants, Coumarin or Indandione derivative,
Anticonvulsants, Antithyroid agents, Barbiturates, Carbamazepine, Bupropion,
Clozapine, Cyclobenzaprine, Haloperidol, Loxapine, Maprotiline, Molindone,
Phenothiazines, Thioxanthenes, Cimetidine, Clonidine, Guanadrel, Guanethidine,
Cocaine, Estramustine, Estrogens, Corticosteroids, Glucocorticoid, Disulfiram,
Ethchlorvynol, Electroconvulsive therapy, Extrapyramidal reaction-causing
medications, Fluoxetine, Methylphenidate, Metrizamide, Monoamine oxidase
(MAQ) inhibitors including Furazolidone, Procarbazine and selegiline,
Naphazoline ophthalmic, Oxymetazoline nasal or ophthalmic, Phenylephrine,
nasal or ophthalmic Pimozide, Probucol, Sympathomimetics, Thyroid hormones.

Medical considerations/Contraindications

The medical considerations/contraindications included have been selected on
the basis of their potential clinical significance.

Note: This medication should not be used during the acute recovery period
following a myocardial infarction.

Risk-benefit should be considered when the following medical problems exist
active Alcoholism, Asthma, Bipolar disorder, Blood disorders, Cardiovascular
disorders especially in children and the elderly, Gastrointestinal disorders,
Genitourinary disease, Glaucoma, narrow-angle, predisposition to or Increased
intraocular pressure, Hepatic function impairment, Hyperthyroidism, Prostatic
hypertrophy, Renal function impairment, Schizophrenia, Seizure disorders,

Sensitivity to tricyclic antidepressants, Urinary retention.

Side/Adverse Effects

Those indicating need for medical attention

Incidence less frequent: Anticholinergic effects; confusion; delirium or
hallucinations; constipation; possibly resulting in paralytic ileus; difficult urination;
eye pain due to aggravation of glaucoma; fast, slow or irregular heartbeat;
fine muscle tremors; especially in arms, hands, head and tongue; hypotension;
nervousness or restlessness; Parkinsonian syndrome; sexual function impairment.
Incidence rare: Agranulocytosis or other blood dyscrasias; allergic reaction;
alopecia; anxiety; breast enlargement in both males and females; cholestati
jaundice; galactorrhea; seizures; syndrome of inappropriate secretion of
antidiuretic hormone [SIADH]; testicular swelling; tinnitus; trouble with teeth
or gums.

Those indicating need for medical attention only if they continue or are bothersome
Incidence more frequent: Drowsiness; dryness of mouth; headache; increased
appetite; nausea; orthostatic hypotension; tiredness or weakness, unpleasant
taste; weight gain.

Incidence less frequent: Diarrhea; excessive sweating; heartburn; trouble in
sleeping; vomiting.

Overdose
On the management of overdose or unintentional ingestion, contact a Poison
Control Center.

Dosing

Usual adult dose

Antidepressant: 25 to 50 mg three or four times a day, the dosage being
adjusted as needed and tolerated.

Urinary incontinence: 10 to 50 mg a day, the dosage being adjusted as needed
and tolerated, to a maximum of 150 mg a day.

Usual adult prescribing limits

Qutpatients: Up to 200 mg a day.

Hospitalized patients: Up to 300 mg a day.

Geriatric patients: Up to 100 mg a day.

Usual pediatric dose

Antidepressant:

Children up to 6 years of age: Use is not recommended.

Children 6 to 12 years of age: 10 to 30 mg a day in two divided doses.
Adolescents: 25 to 50 mg a day in divided doses, the dosage being adjusted as
needed and tolerated, up to 100 mg a day.

Antienuretic: 25 mg once a day, one hour before bedtime, if a satisfactory
response is not obtained within one week, the dosage may be increased to 50
mg nightly in children under 12 years of age and to 75 mg nightly in children
12 or over.

Usual geriatric dose

Antidepressant: initially 25 mg at bedtime, the dosage being adjusted as needed
and tolerated, up to 100 mg a day in divided doses.

How supplied
10 and 25 mg tablets; 10 blisters of 10's in a folding box.

Storage
Store below 30 °C, protect from direct sunlight and moisture.
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