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Rivastigmine Rivastigmine Rivastigmine Rivastigmine Rivastigmine Rivastigmine Rivastigmine Rivastigmine Rivastigmine

Rivastigmine

Capsule

Category:
Cholinesterase inhibitor; Dementia symptoms
treatment adjunct.

Indications:
Dementia, Alzheimer's type, mild to moderate.

Pharmacology/Pharmacokinetics:

Rivastigmine is rapidly absorbed. The absolute
bioavailability is about 40%; Mean volume of
distribution is 1.8 to 2.7 Lkg. Rivastigmine
penetrates the blood brain barrier; Moderately
bounds to protein (40%) with the peak of
concentration by 1 hour and eliminated urinary
mostly as metabolites.

Pregnancy & Breast-feeding:

FDA Pregnancy Category B, Problems in humans
have not been documented. However, use of
Rivastigmine is not recommended in nursing
mothers.

Drug interactions andlor related problems:

- Anticholinergics (concurrent use may decrease
the effects of either these medications or
Rivastigmine).

- Cholinomimetics and cholinesterase inhibitors
(concurrent use may increase the effects of these
medications or Rivastigmine and increase the
potential for toxicity).

- Neuromuscular blocking agents metabolized by
plasma  cholinesterase ( Rivastigmine inhibits

cholinesterase and may prolong or exaggerate
muscle relaxation).

- Nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs)
(Rivastigmine may increase gastric acid secretion,
which may contribute to gastrointestinal irrtation;
patient should be monitored for occult gastroin-
testinal bleeding).

Medical considerations/

Contraindications:

Except under special circumstances, this medi-
cation should not be used when the following
medical problem exists:

Known hypersensitivity to rivastigmine or other
carbamate derivatives.

Risk-benefit should be considered when the
following medical problems exist:

Asthma, bronchial obstruction, Cardiovascular
conditions such as Bradycardia or Sick sinus
syndrome, Epilepsy or history of seizures,
Metabolic disorders, Gastrointestinal obstruction,
Urinary tract obstruction, Peptic ulcer.

Patient monitoring:

Cognitive function (periodic objective assessment
of cognitive status is recommended to deter-
mine effectiveness of rivastigmine treatment).

Gastrointestinal ~ effects (high incidence of
nausea and vomiting with the possibility of
anorexia and weight loss).

Side/Adverse Effects:
Those indicating need for medical attention:

Incidence more frequent:

Gastrointestinal toxicity, specifically anorexia;
dyspepsia; vomiting; diarrhea; nausea.

Incidence less frequent:

Cardiovascular effects, specifically bradycardia;
hypertension; syncope.

Incidence rare:

Asthenia; Patient should be monitored for occult

gastro-intestinal bleeding; convulsions; mood or
mental changes, specifically aggression
nervousness; tremors; urinary obstruction.

Those indicating need for medical attention only
if they continue or are bothersome.

Incidence more frequent:

Abdominal pain or cramping; dizziness;
constipation; flatulence; headache; mental chan-
ges, specifically confusion, depression, fatigue;
hallucinations.

Incidence less frequent:
Insomnia; malaise; rhinitis; sweating increased.

Overdose:

Clinical effects of overdose:

Cardiovascular effects; specifically bradycardia;
hypotension or shock; convulsions; muscular
weakness; increasing nausea; excessive saliva-
tion; excessive sweating; severe vomiting.

Treatment of overdose:
Supportive care:

General supportive measures should be utilized.
In overdose associated with severe nausea
and vomiting, the use of antiemetics should be
considered.

Patients in whom intentional overdose is confir-
med or suspected should be referred for
psychiatric consultation.

General Dosing Information:

Rivastigmine should be taken with food.
Rivastigmine should be taken at reqular intervals
for best effect.

The first dosage increase should be made after
a minimum of two weeks of treatment.

The patient should be carefully observed for
side effects following initiation of therapy and
following every dosage increase.

Dosing may be altered in patients who use
Nicotine due to increased clearance of Rivastigmine
in smokers.

Dosing:
Usual Adult Dose
Alzheimer's dementia:

Oral, initially 1.5 mg twice daily in the moming
and evening. After at least 2 weeks of treatment
if the patient is tolerating treatment well, the
dose may be increased to 3 mg twice daily.

Additional increases to 4.5 mg twice daily and
6 mg twice daily should be attempted after a
minimum of 2 weeks at the previous dose.
Usual adult prescribing limit is 12 mg daily.

How supplied:

1.5, 3, 4.5 and 6 mg Rivatigmine capsules;
2 blisters of 10's in a folding box.
storage:

Store below 30 °C, protect from direct sunlight
and moisture.
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